Sahuarita Unified School District

Parent Consent for Minor to Participate in Research

Title of Project:  Creative Web Tools For and By Kids
Your child is being asked participate in a research study conducted by Jackie Gerstein, Ed.D. from the SUSD Discovery Program and Capella University. Your child was selected as a possible participant in this study because his/her giftedness and/or technology background helps insure they understand the nature of the study/project and can assist with its development. Your child’s participation in this research study is voluntary. 

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 

Creative Web Tools For and By Kids is a project designed for students, ages 8 to 12, to use emerging technologies for engaging, thinking, learning, collaborating, creating, and innovating. The focus is on the use of free, open-source, or minimal cost tools, so the project can be replicated.  The purpose of the study is to have the students determine the tools and content of the website and then evaluate the value of this experience for them.  This website is for EDUCATIONAL purposes only and will not be used commercially.

PROCEDURES 

If you and your child volunteer to participate in this study, he/she will be asked to take surveys and participate in informal interviews.  He or she will also participate in an Internet project:  This research project will be integrated in the SUSD Discovery Program during the 2008-09 school year.  

The project Wiki (like Wikipedia) i is the workstation for exploring, interacting with, learning from, and creating with emerging technologies.  Each student has his or her individual work page.  This page is used to identify learning interests, to locate and post links to sites that support those interests, and to begin creating web-based projects to creatively demonstrate their learning experiences. 

Production Tools:

    * PBWiki

    * Email – (e.g., Gaggle)

    * DoppelMe - Create an Avatar which will be their identifying image as opposed to a personal photo.

    * EdVoiceThread: Other classes can join my group or form their own.

    * Tools to showcase work determined by students. 

The tools that will be initially offered to students to showcase their learning include:

    * ReadWriteThink Tools

    * VoiceThread

    * Scratch

    * Podcasts

    * Google Maps and Tools

    * Moblyng

    * Sketchcast

    * (Others as identified by a student survey)

“Final” projects will be uploaded onto Ed VoiceThread whereby other students can comment on that project.  These demonstration projects will also be uploaded onto the public website, Wee Web Wonders.  Student work will be made public but identifying information such as full name, address, phone number, and photos of self will remain anonymous.

POTENTIAL RISKS AND DISCOMFORTS 

There are no major risks or discomforts for this research.  The risks are those for using the Internet in general.

POTENTIAL BENEFITS TO SUBJECTS AND/OR TO SOCIETY 

Your child will benefit from this study/project in two ways, he/she

· will have active voice in determining the content for the project.

· Will learn about and experience state-of-the-art emerging technologies.

· Will assist in creating a learning tool that can be used by other students from around the globe.

PAYMENT FOR PARTICIPATION 

 Your child will receive no payment for participation.
CONFIDENTIALITY 

Any information that is obtained in connection with this study and that can be identified with your child will remain confidential and will be disclosed only with your permission or as required by law. Confidentiality will be maintained by means of anonymous surveys, coded interviews, and no identifying information in any of the materials that are disseminated to the public. 

PARTICIPATION AND WITHDRAWAL 

You and your child can choose whether to be in this study or not, If you agree to participate and to allow your child to be in this study, you may withdraw your consent at any time without consequences of any kind. 

IDENTIFICATION OF INVESTIGATORS 

If you have any questions or concerns about the research, please feel free to contact: Jackie Gerstein: jgerstein@sahuarita.k12.az.us or (520)625-3502 x1224.

RIGHTS OF RESEARCH SUBJECTS 

You may withdraw your consent at any time and discontinue participation without penalty.  You and your child are not waiving any legal rights because of your participation in this research  study. If you have questions regarding your rights as a research subject, contact Jackie Gerstein, Ed.D.,: jgerstein@sahuarita.k12.az.us or (520)625-3502 x1224.

SIGNATURE OF PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN 

I understand the procedures described above. My questions have been answered to my satisfaction, and I consent to participate and to allow my child to participate in this study. I have been given a copy of this form.   To the child:  I understand what I am being asked to do for this project.

________________________________________ 

Name of Child 
________________________________________ 

Name of Parent or Legal Guardian 
________________________________________  ______________ 

Signature of Parent or Legal Guardian   


Date 
SIGNATURE OF INVESTIGATOR OR DESIGNEE 

In my judgment the subject is voluntarily and knowingly giving informed consent and possesses 

the legal capacity to give informed consent to participate in this research study. 
________________________________________  

Name of Investigator or Designee    
________________________________________  ____________________ 

